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How to Create a Landing Page

Why should you read this guide?

e Learn all of the basics that go behind creating and promoting a landing page to generate
more leads for your campaigns.
Study the landing page prerequisites before creating your page for maximum impact.
Find out which core elements make up optimized landing pages by showing real landing
page examples.

e Discover the different options you have to create your landing pages and learn the pros
and cons of each approach.

Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Why Should You Create a Landing Page?

The guide begins with a crash course on landing page basics. Not only are landing pages
defined in this chapter, but you see them compared with website homepage examples.

Chapter 2: What Should | Do Before and After Creating My Landing
Page?

For your landing pages to be successful at generating leads, it's recommended you perform
certain tasks. This chapter discusses landing page essentials you should perfect before you
create a page and what should be done once it’s published.

Chapter 3: What Should I Include On My Landing Page?

There are certain elements you must include on your landing page to ensure an optimized
experience for your visitors. Take a look at these items with reference to real landing pages.

Chapter 4: What Options Do | Have to Create My Landing Page?

This chapter talks about the options available to marketers to create landing pages. The
advantages and disadvantages of each option are discussed to help you make the right choice.

Chapter 5: Step by Step Process to Creating Your Landing Page

Learn how to create landing pages with simple easy-to-follow steps. All of the steps are
discussed with the help of images using a landing page software.
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Chapter 6: How Can | Promote My Landing Page?

Simply creating a landing page doesn’t generate leads. This chapter describes everything you
should do to promote your landing pages across paid and free channels.
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How to Create a Landing Page

Chapter 1: Why Should You Create a Landing Page?

A landing page is any web page not connected to your main website’s navigation. It's the
targeted page where your visitors land after they click an ad — this could be a PPC ad, a
display ad or other types of online ads.

This is a PPC ad for Sendible, a social media scheduling service:

#1 Social Scheduling Tool - Sendible.com
[ www sendible com/Social-Scheduling-Tool ¥ +44 20 3608 6879

Schedule, Manitor, Report & Track! Mo Payment. Start Free Trial Today!
“Sendible's lead generation toal is a formidable weapon™ — The Telegraph
Sendible’s Features - Book A Demo. - Who Uses Sendible?

This is the landing page connected with this ad:

SSsendible S e o

Your Complete Social Media
Management Software

Sendible is the easiest way to seamlessly manage social

media and content marketing aclivities in one social media

dashboard

Start Your FREE Trial

No Credit Card Required, Risk-Free Trial

This is a display ad for Kapost’s free demo:

Content Marketing Software. u k(:lpost

Interactive Demo. Try it Free!

Here is the landing page visitors arrive at after clicking the ad:
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KAPOST PLATFORM INTERACTIVE DEMO #* kapost

Autofill this form by signing into ¥ our social netw oric
Explore a Live Version of the Kapost (ELinkeding]

Content Marketing Software

First Name:
Last Name:
Email Address:
Company Name:
Job Title:
Marketing
Automation:

Business Type:

Phone Number:

Explore Kapost!

The purpose of creating a landing page is to encourage visitors to perform a specific conversion
goal. The conversion goal varies depending on the campaign you’re running.

Typical landing page conversion goals include:

Free product demo

Sign up for email newsletter
Download an ebook or white paper
Watch a webinar

Request a quote

Get a free consultation

Sign up for your service

NoakrwDdN -~

Creating a landing page is integral to the success of your marketing campaigns. Unlike
homepages that typically promote every product and feature, a landing page focuses on one
offer — eliminating all distractions and increasing your chances of conversion.

To understand the importance of creating landing pages, let's compare Outbrain’s landing page
with its homepage and identify the main differences.

Here is Outbrain’s homepage:
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| Login | Register

FOR BUSINESSES & BRANDS ~ FOR MEDIA COMPANIES ABOUT BLOG CONTACT HELP

Butbrain

PROMOTE YOUR CONTENT

on our marketing platform.

Learn More

The page includes:

e A navigation bar at the top
e Description of the features the service offers to publishers

Outbrain Amplify:
Reach New Audiences and
Outperform the Ordinary

We recommend your content on the web's
largest and most respected media properties,
including CNN, People and ESPN. And we

capture your target audience’s attention to drive

better results for your business.

e Company badges
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OUTPERFORM THE ORDINARY

Outbrain Amplify drives success for businesses of all sizes, with measurable results against a broad range of marketing

objectives. Here's a small sampling of those success stories.

HuGGIES m

e Statistical proof of the effectiveness of the service

e Customer testimonials

not only because the revenues were higher than
s than

e Footer with many links directing you to different pages on the website

AMPLIFY Y [ JIES COI ENGLISH (US)
ENGAGE

J =y g -
BLOG TECH BLOG HELP / FAQ R LicY & ¥ in f

By contrast, here is Outbrain’s landing page that’s promoting their content discovery feature:
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®Gutbrain

DRIVE QUALITY TRAFFIC TO YOUR CONTENT

Enter your content URL below to see how it works

a4s < olo o

WMm!mmmnmm .

GOES HERE!

What you need totell yourkids  The online fumiture retailer thats  Your headline dis played here
about budgeting [Video] shaking up the industry
St eneyhicons weoys

The page has:

A clear headline describing the offer

A call-to-action button with a simple form

A relevant image that explains the feature

A customer testimonial that promotes the feature

From Our Customers

Outbrain works! We got instant conversions from our first
campaign and | really appreciated the amazing customer service!

Dawn Serpa, VP of Global Marketing, Erbabiva

e A pricing plan for visitors to learn more
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How does pricing work?
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You set the amount you're willing You choose your budget, You pay only when someone
to pay for each reader from only $10 per day clicks on your content

Promote My Content

Watch Pricing Video @

e No navigation links

So, what are the main differences between Outbrain’s homepage and landing page? The
landing page is much better for conversions because it has:

e No navigation links
e Only one conversion goal

When you create a targeted landing page, you focus your visitors’ attention on one conversion
goal. Any distractions (extra links and unnecessary page elements) get eliminated, which offers

you a better chance of converting them on your landing page goal.

Dedicated landing pages help you target specific audiences while enabling you to collect
valuable data in converting visitors... to customers.

Chapter 2: What Should | Do Before and After Creating My Landing
Page?
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Prior to building your landing page, you need to fulfill certain prerequisites to ensure your
landing page will be a success. Before you begin:

Decide your landing page goal: Have a clear objective in mind before you start
working on your page elements. What do you want your page to achieve? Are you
planning a soft sell and want to offer your visitors an ebook? Or, are you taking a more
direct approach and want your visitors to sign up for a product demo?

Complete your offer before you begin: Make sure the offer you're promoting is
completed before you create the page. Doing this allows you to start collecting leads as
soon as you publish your landing page.

As you're building the page:

Tailor it for your target visitors: For your page to get conversions, it's important to
understand your target audience’s pain points, wants, and needs. Then, create page
elements that address all three, so your visitors have no choice but to convert.

Create a “B” variation to test: Building another variation helps you determine which
page element is helping conversions more. If you're new to A/B testing, a good practice
is to first test the most “disruptive” (obvious) elements such as headline, image,
background color, or form length.
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e Make sure all of your variations are mobile-responsive: If they’re not designed and
responsive to mobile devices, your conversion rates will most likely suffer.

Once the page is completed and published:

e Direct traffic to your dedicated landing page, not your homepage: You should never
send visitors to your homepage or any other website page because these pages
typically have too many distractions. To maximize conversions, your traffic should only
be sent to a dedicated landing page that focuses on a singular conversion goal. For
more information on promoting your page, go to chapter 6.

Once you've addressed these areas, you're well on your way to generating conversions and can
begin nurturing them down your sales funnel.

Chapter 3: What Should I Include on My Landing Page?

To create an optimized landing page you should strike the right balance between the following
core elements:

1. Headline: Your headline should grab your visitor’s attention the second they land on your
page and compel them enough to stay on the page. The headline must be clear,
understandable, and include your UVP (unique value proposition). Accomplishing these three
things will help convince your visitors why they need to do business with you, and not your
competitors.

MindShift includes their UVP in the headline, “Total IT Management & Award Winning Customer
Support” persuading visitors to convert on their form:
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mind OHIFT 877.227.5054

& Rbcoh compary

Let's start a conversation.
Connect with us and experience
the mindSHIFT difference.

First Name *

Total IT
Management &

Award Winning
Customer Support ™,

2. Copy: Your landing page copy should explain your offer in just enough detail for visitors to
convert. It should be written with benefits in mind — not features — and written in a way that
visitors feel that you’re talking fo them and not at them. Include the word “you” as much as you
can, showing visitors that they’re the primary focus of your page.

Zoho'’s landing page is a great example. Not only does the page address the visitors with
multiple uses of the word “you,” but it also explains how the service benefits users:
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-
z/OH@ Support Features Pricing Customers

Movefrom customer satisfactionto eustomer happiness.

It’s time to rejuvenate your help desk.
p for a compreRensive software that makes solWing tickets a breeze.

SET UP YOUR FREE ACCOUNT

No credit card required. No software to download.

Zoho Support helps you support your support desk.

.2 0
i ®
u‘é'u

Reach out to your customers. Fail-safe your support desk.
Nobody likes to run around looking for help. Enable your The joy of delivering on your promises is priceless. Zoho
customers to reach out to you via phone, email, self-service Support uses SLAs and escalations to help you resolve issues on
portal, and social media. time, all the time. Make your customers happier with every

successful resolution.

® <

The wait is over. The devil is in the details.
You know how it feels to be put on hold. Wouldn't you rather Focus the spotlight on the metrics that matter with built-in,
have your customers find solutions quickly? Build a knowledge custom reports so that you make decisions that better serve
base, and help your customers find answers when they need your customers.
them.

3. Call-to-action button: Your CTA is the gateway to your conversion goal. It's the last place
your visitors act before you get a conversion. Therefore, ensure your call-to-action copy is clear
and the button is designed in a contrasting color. Also, the more personalized your button copy,
the better it is for your landing page conversions.

Hootsuite has a bright green, optimized call-to-action button on their landing page:
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Hootsuite Pro for Small Business Hootsuite for Enterprise

@ Hootsuite- Product features  Compare plans H g@é@m;ﬁﬁ%&m;ﬁﬂ

Schedule posts to save
time on social media

Schedule posts across multiple social

networks, analyze trends, and grow your
follower count — in one place.

See how Hootsuite can work for you

4. Images: Landing page images have a greater purpose than simply being pretty pictures on
the screen. Your images need to be relevant to your offer and help explain what your product or
service does for users.

The Help Scout landing page uses images of their dashboard to show visitors how the service
can be useful:
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Help Scout is a help desk for teams that insist on a delightful
customer experience.

Deliver great service at scale, while keeping customer interactions personalized and robot-free

Mallboxes ~

J&G Menswear 4 £ 2-®m- & =-
Unassigned 3
Mine Ties out of stock +106354
Mark Minkins
Drafts 2
] . Baxlarkslne
Assigned a7 .
I Youreplied dhaago - foshical L ded
Closed ﬂ piee Wiy
Spam 6 Hi Markl mike.minkins@boxworksing.com

inkins: il.
I'm really sorry, but our plaid ties are out of stack until next weak. Lt izl bl

- 2 =5 ‘Would you like for me to put several on held for you when the new
steck comes in? Let me know! Thanks! & more

boxworkaine.com

changa customar

Adam Smithson aoidad ¢ Previous Conversations

Looks like the plaid ties will be back in stock next week. Retums

@ift Card Purchase

Mark Minkins

Keep everyone on the same page

) < J=}

Tags
Returns EEE=mB T

Use them to categorize conve

# B I U = o2 & @ g LR e
Returns
by
Shipping
i G | Saved Replies
Answer common questions and keep the
Status: | Closed # Assignt Save This Reply ... Send Reply | ~

message personalized

g Mike Adams =cdeac
: Peter,

Can you help Grace while I'm away? Weuld be gocd to setup a
saved reply for answering these questions in the future. Thanks.

5. Lead capture form: The lead capture form is where you collect visitor information such as
name, email, phone number, job title, etc. A form shouldn’t intimidate your visitors and
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discourage them from converting. Rather, it should be easy to complete and only ask for
information that is necessary to your offer at that particular stage in your sales funnel. This
combination makes your form optimized.

Autopilot’s free trial click-through landing page has an optimized lead capture form:

= autopilot
Start your free trial

Good for 30 days. No credit card required.

Sign up, it's free

By clicking "Sign up, it's free” you accept the

In addition to these five core elements, your landing pages should also include customer
testimonials, trust indicators, and video.

Chapter 4: What Options Do | Have to Create My Landing Page?
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To get your landing page built and published you have two main options:

1. Hire an outside designer to create the landing page for you. However, this will likely be very
costly and time-consuming. Another disadvantage of hiring a designer is that there will often be
communication delays because the designer is not in-house. Furthermore, since you should be
creating separate pages for all of your campaigns, do you want to repeat this
hiring-and-delayed-feedback process every time?

2. Use a dedicated landing page software to create the pages for you. Many landing page
services on the market offer a do-it-yourself option. Simply create an account and build
customized landing pages for all your campaigns.

Instapage is the simplest and most customizable landing page software available to marketers
because we offer:

Free trial with no credit card required

Provide more than 100+ pre-made, mobile responsive templates
Drag and drop capabilities

20+ marketing integrations

These help you get your pages built fast and synced with all of the programs you already use,
such as WordPress, Salesforce, MailChimp, Google Analytics, GoToWebinar, and more.
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In addition to a custom landing page builder, Instapage allows you to quickly A/B test your
pages with the best analytics in the industry — giving you more insight on your leads and a
greater chance to improve your conversion rates.

Chapter 5: Step by Step Process of Creating Your Landing Page

Marketers who choose Instapage as their landing page software are making the smart choice.
To get started, sign up for a free trial here.

Once you've created your account, click on the “Create New Page” button on the dashboard:

Create New Page

You will then see three options to build a page: Choose from the template library, upload a
.instapage file, or scan an existing page with Instapage’s Template Importer feature:

Create New Page

Pick a Template

Or

Upload an .instapage file

Scan an existing page

@ Chatwithus

If you select the template option, you'll have access to the template gallery, where you can
browse from the following types:
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All Templates
Lead Generation
Lead Gen [Two Step]
Click Through

Webinar Pages

Mobile App

Thank You Page

You can build a page from scratch if you’d like, or select one of our templates from the
categories in the left margin.

After you’ve chosen a template you can edit individual landing page elements by selecting the
item, and then clicking the “Edit” option:

When you're done customizing your landing page, click “Preview:”
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Once you're satisfied with your page, click “Publish” in the top right corner:

Instapage takes the pain out of creating landing pages, plus it allows you to easily A/B test your
landing pages. For more information and a detailed look at A/B testing, please read this guide.

Chapter 6: How Can | Promote My Landing Page?
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Just creating a landing page doesn’t get you conversions, it's only one-third of the conversion
equation, after all. You also need to generate traffic, establish a follow-up process, and promote
your page on the proper channels.

There are two general ways to promote your landing page:
1. Paid Promotion
Paid promotion techniques include PPC such as Google AdWords and Bing Ads. Social media

ads are another effective paid promotion technique and to read more about paid promotion, go
here.

2. Free Promotion
Promote your landing pages via your email marketing campaigns — simply include a link within
the message body or below your email signature. Guest blogging and social media posts are

popular methods, too, and available free of charge.

After you generate traffic and start seeing some conversions, it's time to improve your
conversion rates with A/B testing.

A/B testing allows you to create different variations of your landing page, split your traffic
between the two variations, and see which variation generates more conversions.
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Are you ready to build your landing page?

Building landing pages provide you the best chance to increase your conversion rates and help
you promote your offers the most efficient way.

Get started building your landing page with a proven landing page software. More than 250,000
users trust their landing pages to Instapage. Why not join them and start enjoying a better ROI
from your marketing campaigns?
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